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500 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1891. 

Recorder, Henry Skinner. 

Conservator, , Henry Skinner. 

Publication Committee, .... { Jhili'p Laurfnt. 

Henry Skinner, 

Recorder. 



REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL SECTION. 

The Vice-Director of the Botanical Section has pleasure in 
reporting that the growth of the Hebarium, which it has 
been a satisfaction to record in former years, still continues, as is 
shown by the statement of the Conservator hereunto attached as 
part of this report. 

Stated meetings have been held regularly during the year, and 
many matters of interest to botanical science introduced, some of 
which have appeared in the publications of the Academy. 

The Section is out of debt and with a balance in its treasury. 

The officers for the ensuing year are : 

Director, . . . . W. S. W. Ruschenberger, M. D. 



Vice-Director, 

Recorder, 

Cor. Sec. and Treasurer, 

Conservator, 



Thomas Meehan. 
Charles Schaffer, M. D. 
Isaac C. Martindale. 
John H. Redfield. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Meehan, 

Vice-Director. 

Conservator's Report for 1891. — The Conservator of the Herbarium 
in presenting his report for the year closing November 30, is enabled 
to congratulate the Academy and the Section upon the improved 
condition, constant growth and increasing usefulness of its botanical 
collections. 

The accessions during the year have kept pace with those 
of former years. The total number of species of Phanerogams and 
vascular Cryptogams received has been 2,496. Of these, 721 species 
were new to the Herbarium, representing also 72 genera new to us. 
605 species are North American, 1,518 are from tropical America, 
and 373 from the old world. Of the lower Cryptogams, we have 
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received, Mosses, 171 species; Hepaticse, 40 ; Algse, 120; Lichens, 
27 ; Fungi, 201 ; in all 559 species, which, added to those above 
mentioned gives a total of 3,055 species. 

In the "Additions to the Museum" will be found the usual detailed 
list, but we may here specify some accessions of special interest. Prof. 
Rovirosa has continued his explorations of the flora of the Mexican 
provinces of Tabasco and Chiapas and has sent us 209 species. Mr. 
Pringle's collections in the northern provinces of Mexico have con- 
tributed 291 species. The collections made by Dr. Thomas 
Morong in South America during the years 1888 to 1890 have 
furnished us 350 species, including many new and rare species from 
the desert of Atacama — and others are on the way. Prof. Leopold 
Krug, of the Royal Botanical Museum of Berlin', has sent us 446 
West Indian species, most of them from Porto Rico, and many of 
them new to science. John Donnell Smith of Baltimore, has made 
a second contribution of Guatemalan plants amounting to 161 
species most of them collected by himself. The Academy's Expedi- 
tion to Greenland, under the charge of Prof. Angelo Heilprin, 
furnished 80 species of phanerogamic plants, besides some Lichens. 
Frank S. Collins of Maiden, Mass., has presented 120 species of 
marine Algse from the coasts of New England and of California ; 
and a very complete series of the Sphagnaceae of New England 
consisting of 28 species and 88 varieties and forms, named by Carl 
Warnstof, has been contributed by Edwin Faxon and Edward L. 
Rand. 

The plants received have been carefully poisoned and the North 
American species, with most of those from tropical America, have 
been mounted. Heretofore the exotic portion of the Herbarium has 
received but little of this latter attention, so essential to its perma- 
nent preservation, but this year the Academy has enabled us to 
make a beginning, by supplying the necessary mechanical aid. 

Several large collections received in years past, such as the 
Menke Herbarium, the Lea Herbarium and others await similar 
treatment and incorporation, but cannot receive it until new 
quarters shall afford us the necessary s-pace. 

The various separate cryptogamic collections received during the 
Academy's long existence, should be consolidated, excepting the 
published exsiccatce, which it would be better to retain in library 
form. As this must be a work of time, a temporary index to the 
species in each division, is of great importance. Dr. Eckfeldt has 
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given us this aid in regard to the Lichens, and Dr. Ida S. Kellar is 
now engaged in preparing for us this necessary key to our several 
collections of marine Algae. May we not hope for an early com- 
pletion of similar work upon the Mosses, Hepaticse and Fungi ? 
Respectfully submitted, 

John H. Redfield, 

Conservator. 



REPORT OF THE MINERALOGICAL AND GEOLOGI- 
CAL SECTION. 

The meetings of the Section with the Academy have been held 
regularly every other month during the year, in addition to which 
several distinct meetings have also been held. The attend- 
ance has not been large in numbers, the membership of the Section 
being quite small, but the interest has been considerable and the 
additions to the cabinet, while not as great as in some former years, 
have been satisfactory. The Director regrets to say that there do 
not seem to be many of the younger members of the Academy inter- 
ested in mineralogy and geology, so that the membership instead 
of increasing has decreased. 

It is proposed during the spring of 1892 to inaugurate a series of 
excursions, which it is hoped may serve, not only to interest the 
members, but also to so attract the attention of others not members 
that they may be induced to become such. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theo. D. Rand, 

Director. 



REPORT OF THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The Ornithological Section was formally organized Sept. 14th, 
1891, permission having been previously granted by the Academy. 

The primary objects in organizing the Section were the encourage- 
ment of ornithological study at the Academy and the improve- 
ment and enlargement of its ornithological collections. 

The collection numbering some 30,000 specimens is one of the 
finest in the world, and is probably the best general collection in 



